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MAJOR NEW VENET SCULPTURE INSTALLED IN MFAH’S CULLEN SCULPTURE GARDEN, ON GENEROUS LOAN FROM PRIVATE COLLECTION
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WHAT:
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH) staff have completed installing a major new sculpture in the Lillie and Hugh Roy Cullen Sculpture Garden. The artwork, Vertical Arc, is by the French artist Bernar Venet (b.1941) and is generously on loan to the museum from a private collection through 2009.  Part of the artist’s ongoing “Arcs” series, the corten steel sculpture stands with authority and grace, with eleven rods arching 82.5 degrees to a height of 26’8”. 


The installation process was carefully planned by a team of experts, including the MFAH professional staff of art handlers and conservators, as well as consultants from Haynes Whaley Engineering and McRay Crane and Rigging.  The monumental artwork, weighing 10 tons, was transported to the MFAH on a flatbed truck, and installed using a 120 ton crane.  Siting of the artwork was supervised by MFAH curator of contemporary art and special projects Alison de Lima Greene, who oversaw the placement of Vertical Arc in the southeast corner of the garden.

“Venet’s Vertical Arc introduces a new scale and grandeur to the Lillie and Hugh Roy Cullen Garden,” states MFAH director Peter C. Marzio.  “It offers an exhilarating balance between the essential architecture of Isamu Noguchi’s original design for the garden and the flourishing trees and plantings that have come of age over the past two and a half decades.”

In 2005 Venet was named Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur, France’s highest recognition for achievement in the arts. Venet’s sculptures have been placed in major cities around the world, including Basel, Brussels, Chicago, Cologne, Denver, Geneva, Luxembourg, New York, and Paris. Additionally, over the past decade he has been the focus of exhibitions at the Musée National d’Art Moderne, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France; the Musée d’Art moderne et d’Art contemporaine, Nice, France;  the National Museum of Contemporary Art in Seoul, Korea; and the Museu de Arte Moderna, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  In fall 2009, a major exhibition of Venet’s outdoor sculptures will be presented by the Texas French Alliance for the Arts and the City of Houston.
WHERE: 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, The Lillie and Hugh Roy Cullen Sculpture Garden

INTERVIEW/ 

PHOTO OPS
Dr. Peter C. Marzio, MFAH director, Alison de Lima Greene, MFAH curator of contemporary art and special projects, and Michael Kennaugh, senior art handler, are available by appointment. Interviews and photo ops should be scheduled through the MFAH’s PR office, 713-639-7554.

  


MORE INFO:
 In 1978 the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston commissioned sculptor Isamu Noguchi (1904-1988), one of America’s foremost twentieth-century artists, to create the Lillie and Hugh Roy Cullen Sculpture Garden. The Cullen Sculpture Garden opened on April 5, 1986, and contains more than 25 masterpieces by such artists as Henri Matisse, Frank Stella, Alberto Giacometti, and Louise Bourgeois.  The roughly one-acre site is defined by concrete walls of varying heights, curving islands of grass and trees, and walking paths of red carnelian granite.  Today the garden is considered one of Houston’s most beautiful retreats.  It provides a dynamic setting for modern and contemporary sculpture, and has been the site of special exhibition and performance projects as well. 

On the twentieth anniversary of the opening of the garden, the MFAH published Isamu Noguchi:  A Sculpture for Sculpture, The Lillie and Hugh Roy Cullen Garden, with essays by Alison de Lima Greene, Valerie Fletcher, and Marc Treib.  Distributed by Yale University Press, copies of this book are also available in the MFAH bookstore.
Bernar Venet, French, born 1941. 82.5° Arc x 11, 2008, Cor-ten steel. Collection of Laura and John Arnold. © Bernar Venet Archives











